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HOLIOA Y SEASON ISN'T THE BEST TIME TO ADOPT
PETS, ANIMAL EXPERTS SAY: CASES OF NEGLECT
RISE IN DECEMBER.(Jefferson County Post)
Attlde from St Lours Post-Oispa!ctl (MO) I ::>ealmber ~I 199B I Seibert. Pamela
Copynghl

A vetennanan and Ihe director of a humane SOCIetyagnee that ;!'s good 10 adopl cats and dogs. bOll
strongly advrse agarnsl rt dunng the holiday sea son

'u's lempbng when you see a cute puppy or ~rlten rn a cage rn 8 ~I shop at me mall 10 buy rt for a gift:·
said Or John Wannbrod!. 49. velennarran at tha House Sprrngs Anrmal ClrnlC -If's ImpulsIVe, you're
feel,ng sorry for Ihe ammal. bul unless rt's weillhought out. buyrng a pel al!hrS ume of year probably
isnt a good rdea.'

SuCh wel!-meanlng efforts can backfIre. he said The pel may not be one Ihe reojnent would have
Chosen It could ba a dog thaI's too bl~. 100 aggreSSIve or nOI righl for some other reason Or the
reoprent may nol have either the facllilles or tne desire to care for a pet

Pel adopllon should be carefully planned wllh new owners COO$ldeflng such !hlngs as whether they can
provide prDOef food and shO'te,. velerinary care and even olledlenr..e tnllnrng. Warmbrod! satd

"Sadly, a lot 01 anrmat~ gIver as grfts don't wor!< out. and then the animal ISBllher given away or
ntlglltCted. or. worst-case scenano. physc.any harmed or dumped somewhere 10fend for IlseH: he ~Id

flut not only IS rt unwIse 10 give alrve anImal as a holiday gift it also may not be a good idea to adopt a
pet In tho hJsHe snd bustle ef Ihe holIdays. Warmbroot said.

"People are ollen too preoccupred with everythIng else that's gOIng on, WI!h all the e~c~9men1. 10 give
proper care to the new pet." he saId -Negle<:t at thos tIme 01 year IS the most common form 01abusc'
people forgeltlr.g to ~eep the anImal conr,ned or not ma~lng sure it has 9CGeSSto food arid dean water
or shelter from !he cold •

HOItday deroratrons can poso 8 serious t"real. especraRy tInsel whICh can be deadly wtlen eaten by a
k,tten or puppy. Wa,mbrodl says

"The strands can wrap around !he base of the tongue and choke !he animal. or r' tney're swallowed. can
cut rnlo the Inteshnes wrth senous r.on~uences.· he saId

We rmbrodt said trial whIle abuse durrng tile holIdays generally takes the fonm of negle<:t. people who
are depressed or under streu sometImes ta~e It out on therr pelS

-vve see abuse cases. Slluatons where the person wasn't only r'IeOligenl bul set oul to cause Injury to
an anImal, at all tImes of the year." he said -We don'l really see 100 muCh more ollhat dunng the
hOlidays than at other t"nes .

Maybe rt Jost seems more cruet when It happens at Ihe hOliday season. said Warmbrodr. recaMlng the
case of a young dog he :reated recently

-Two wee~s ago, lin Australran shflpherd puppy was brought into thft ClrIIlCwrth three bro~en legs: he
said "The person whO brought it In had seen someone throw rt out of a mOVIng car -

The dog. w~lch ISabout 2 monlhs Old. IS rncoverrng and has been adopted

Jean WOOlery. who WIth her husbarld. Ernest. d"ects the Jefferson County Humane Soaety. behcves
pels are more neglec1ed at the holiday season tnan at other tImes

-There'~ II tendency 10 leave a dog bed up too long: seid Woolery. 45 "The cham can gel tangled Of

water bOWl~nocked over wrthout anyone notlClIIg "

Such was !he case of 8 dog lell ChaIned in Hrgh R,dge recently wtlen its owners wenl away on vacabon.
she sard

-The" grown daughter was supposed to checJcon the dog. but she never dId .. ~Id Woolery "Nelghbo~
frnally nobced four days later and called the Humane Soaety. but by then the dog was dead -

\NooIery responded recenUy 10 • call from a mobrle·home court In Byrnes MIll .....ere two famIlies had
moved away and h~1t~h,i~.dJi'}i- dogs The dogs were captuned a~d taken 10 the Humane Socrety
VVooI~ry hopes to frnd.'o~te' homes for thflm

J .~~ ..
MOthe< recent neglect call,nvOlved hve sharpel puppoes. fIlthy and full of fleas They had to be removed
from a home. she u:c, If
·'n all ncgll!i:t cases. we consrder the welfare 01the ammel: Woolery &aId -" the owner surrenders rt to
us. we beheve !hafs enough and don't prosecute ..
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Anotl1er common form of neglec1 IS allowing a pet to roam, Woolery sa.e.

-ThIS happens often in Jelfe~ County, and pets are IreQuel'lUy lost." she Xtld "VVhal's heartb,ea~lng
IS I~at very lew people bother to lOok for Itlelr cat ()I' dOll They just get another one and 00"1 toke good
care 01it eliller "

But at tI1is 1imc of year. tho main problem IS that people can get buSy and forget to put OUI food and
water for the<r pets. she sa Jd

'People need to remember that the" pet is an important responSlblhty. whICh means rt needs care
dunng the hOlidays Just like otner nmes 01the year: Woolery saId -we would ask people to pleftt.e not
forget that'


