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IN BITTER COLD WEATHER, KEEP AN EYE ON PETS_
(Jefferson County Post)
Mloe 'rom. St t.ours Post-DISpatch :MO) I O€:romber 24.2001 I Hathaway. Matthew
C()~y"~ht

'/Ih1en tile temperature drops, Jean Woolery's telept\one starts ringIng

Concerned reSIdents call her when they notoce a neIghbors dog has been lett outside for hours. ellen
clays. In subzero weathe~ But 100 onen. the dl~or 0' I~e Jefferson County Humane Soaety says.
Ihese calls come in too late. and hllle can be done 10sa~ tne anImal Th,s, year she wants things 10 be
dollerent

-last winler when the weather gol real bad. we were getting eighl to '0 calls a day on our holhne, there
is no way It"oatwe can handle that many cans. we Just con't have the staff: Woolery said "It's really
Important that. this year people call In tneir concerns as soon as posSIble. as soon as they start gelling
suSpicIOuS that there may be senous n~lecl •

Woolery sal:! that people also could call Jeffe<!;on County AnImal Control. the shenff's department or m
serious cases of anunal abuse call 91 t.

"Peopte shOuld not nesnate thIS wInter to call the polIce: Woolery said -Stale law requore$ that If an
anImal is Ie" outside. it needs to nave shelter, dnnkable water, lood and heanh care People that break
that 1_ are commrtt.ng a cnrne "

Woolery said that In thl! wInter amrnats left outside can die 01 dehydratIon because theu walei' bowls
nave 'rozen, Or. In a 5~rt time, pets can be so frostbllten thaf therr legs need to be amputated or the
IInimal needs to be euthanlZed

"Last year there was a dog that was completely frostbotten. ~ d,dn·t have any water or food. and the
owner haefn't been home In days." \NooIery said -A"d there was another Inat was lelt outside for days
tIed 10 tt>e bumper at an old prcl<up truck -

Velennanans say It rt's 100 cole for a dog own81, ,,'s probe oly too cold for a dog

-The best guldetlnes are ~ you'A! ou!slde for 20 minutes weanng a heavy wlnler coat and you're COld. "
ISway too cold for your pel to be outslCle wtlhout shelter.· saId JOhn R Bates. a lIetennarian allmperl8l
An,mal Hosprtal

Ouldoor doghouses Bates !.Sod, should be coveRed. dry and lined w~h sl' a.. or Old blankets

W,nter weather can be particularly drffoeult lor small and shOIl-halre<! anImals But ellen large dogs bred
for cald weatt>er. such as huSkoes and malamutes. can be<:ome ,'I ~ thorr lood end waler 'reezes outSIde

Woolery said that one reason ne<lIhbors her.aat8(l to call the lluthOllties was feor INII Ine an,mal would
be taken away and put 10sleep She said that d the anImal is healthy and can survrve, Ihel rarely
happen,

The Jefferson County Humane SocIety's hoa,ne IS 314-836-7585
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