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& IN BITTER COLD WEATHER, KEEP AN EYE ON PETS.

nevspope  (Jefferson County Post)

Article trom, St Louis Post-Dispatch {MO) | December 24, 2001 § Hathaway. Matthew |
Copynght

When the temperature drops. Jean Vwoolery's telephone starts nnging

Concemed res«dents call her when they notrce a neighbor's dog has been left outsde for hours, even
days. in subzero weathe: But too often. the director of the Jetferson County Humane Socsety says,
these calls come in too late. and litte can be done to save the animal This year she wants things to be
different

“Last winter when the weather got real bad. we were getting eight to 10 calls a day on our hotine, there
s no way that we can handle that many calls. we just don't have the stalf.” Woolery said “It's really
important that, this year people call in their concerns as soon as possible. as soon as they siart geting
3uspiCous that there may be senous neglect ”

Woolery said that peapie also could calt Jefferson County Animal Control. the shenff's department or in
senous cases of animai abuse call 811,

“People should not hesrate this winter o call the police.” Woolery said ~State law requires that f an
animal is left autside. it needs to have sheiter, dnnkable water, food and health care Peopic that break
that law are commntting a cnme

Woolery said that in the winter animals (eft outside can die of dehydration because their water bowis
have frozen Ot in a short time, pets can be so frostbitten that therr legs need to be amputated or the
animal neads to be euthanzed

“Last year there was a dog that was completely frostbitten, t didn't have any water or food. and the
owner hadn't been home i days.” Weotery sad “And there was another that was left outsxde for days
tied to the bumper of an old prckup truck *

Vetennanans say if 1's too cold for a dog owner, it's probably too cold for a dog

"The bes! gudelines are if you're outside for 20 minutes weanng a heavy winter coat and you're cold. it
1s way 100 cold for your pet to be outside without shefter ™ said John R Bates. a vetennarian at Impenal
Ammal Hospral

Ouldoor doghouses Bates sawd. should be covered, dry and lined with st aw or old blankets

Winter weather can be particularty difficult for small and short-haired amimals But even large dogs bred
for cold iher. such as husk and malamutes, can become I f their food and water freezes outside

Woolery sad that one reason newghbors hesstated to call the authontes was fear that the animal would
be taken away and put to sleep She said that & the animal is healthy and can sunave, that raraly
happens

The Jeflerson County Humane Society's hotline 1s 314-B36-7585




