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ANIMAL SHELTER'S FOUNDER DEVOTED TO ENDING
ANIMAL ABUSE: 'EDUCATION IS THE KEY' TO ENDING
THE ABUSE, SHE ASSERTS.(Jefferson County Post)
(Focus On: Neighbors Column)(ProfileUean Woolery)
ArtIcle lrom St loui~ PoSt-DIspatch (MO) I Oec.eml>e: 17. 19981 Seibert. PS"""a I
CoPynllht

Jean Woolery 01 Bymes Mill. lounder 01 "'e Jefferson County Humane SocIety Inc. has a missoOn To
do every'tllng she can to halt abuse and neglect 01amrnals in Jefferson County.

Woolery 9,ew up In SI. LOUIS.then lived lor 20 years In Florida and Texas betore returnong here ."ne
years ago Whrle sne was away. She and her husband. Emrc. helped set up animal sheners. and the
couple a!so has taken pall ·n searches and rescues 01 arumats durong dlsaM~

Bv: Jean Wor::Jery says she's partJcularty concerned lor the well· beIng ot anlma!s In Jefferson County
Arter they moved here. she .. as shocked by the number 01 Slrays. dogs that either had been Oumped 0'

not properly connnec at home She saw them roammq and sometimes beIng hrt by cars along Highway
30 anO other roaos She says

Jean Wor::Jery says she also saw Oogs on chains ,n y.rOs and suflerong because the chains were too
short Also animals were f/eque<lUy left oets.ce In ex1rnmety hot or cold weather wotl>cKrtadequate
sllelter She noted that on summer days. water bowls often were empty or that Clere was no water bowl
at all

"I wanted to do somethIng about it b&cause dearly a lot of animals weren't beIng property cared for:
said Jean WooAery. 45 "But wf)en I P'd<ed up an ",/Ured dog 011tha road and too~ it to (Jefferson
County) AnImal Control in Anton 18. I tellllZed t"ey had tho" ow~ set of problem 5 •

Becs"Ae of insuffICIent money. the shelter could proYlde only t6 (\Ins and coutOn't keep up with tile
numbers OIIOSI. neljlectcd or abuSed animals

-The wheels in my head started tu'nm9. anO I knew that sooner or later my jab would have to be

eduC<lllng oat owners one on one. about !-tow to care lor their dogs or cats." she said -I also Iuoew It
would be IMPQflant to tdlow up every case unbl the Muatlon was corrected'

For a lew years. the wor!< was part nme. while Joan Woolery cared 10, her daughter. J8f1na. now to B~t
some ot the thlOgS she was r.eemg convinced tier that her lull·bme wor!< would have to start sooner
rather than later

l Ike some other county residents. she was helpIng strays on her own by tak,ng them to the Humane
Soc.ety 01 M,ssouro In SI. lou,s or the AnImal ProtectIve AssooatJon in S, lOUIS County. or finding
vetennary care lor the Inlured ones .

. ErnIe af\d I al,o checlleo lost-and·found ads and sometImes wele IlICIIy enough :0 reunite anImals with
the,r cwne~." she said

At the time Jean WOOery was heanng horror totones about dogs lell to suffocate in hot. par1t.edC<lfS.a
pet dog that was stabbed: another that was attac~ed and kIlled by sltays. one that was k4ted and
sk,nned . ;i1d dozens of ott>er stones

-B,,! the one that conVInced mfl that we had to start a humane ,oclety here WIth a 24-lIour ho~ine that
people could call was the case aI Angel," Jean WOOIBfYsaid

Angel was a young German shepherd mixture that belOnged to a House Spnngs resident. She sey' The
dog. kept toed to a !tee on a two-foot· lOng ella,n. had been lert there when tho owner wenl away 0'1
vacallOn. she sa,d

-N8t5lhbo/s knew about ~ but wele a'lBld to get ,nllOlVed: Jean Woolery said "VVhen one fInally <'I'd. ~
was toO late"

A sheriffs deputy went to checll and tounO Ine dog. which had sh"mk to a thord of ItS approximately 70-
lJQund nomoal wBlght. nflsr death alld lying ,n lIs OW~feces. she ssyto

Angel was taken to a vet but was starved. dehydraled and had severe unt/ealeO dIstemper

"She dIed. but at least not al the end of a chain.· Jaan Woolery sa,d "Angel was the Inspiration I
needed 10 gel organIzed and to sel up a hotllne "

She emphasIZed tIlat people who call the number. 836·7585 to report cases of abuse or neglect may
do so anonymously

Jean Woolery and her husband set up the Humane Society at "'ell home but soon reahzed they would
need both moral and l,nanCJal Support to do an adequate JOb.she say9
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"It qUlclo.lybecame more than ruu-nme wo"'-: she said, "It couldn't be done with lust two indiVIduals -

The WooIerys riled for nonprofit status with the stale, and in January 1996 the I( small snener became
me Jefferson County Humane Society Inc an"ough not assecateo with !he Humane SocIety of
Missouri, nus nonprofit status enabfes ttlem to receIVe donations and get assistance from the county
shenffs department In extreme cases But she emphaSIZes that the ""enflls called In only as a last
resort.

Such wa~ the case With a 3-year-old sharpel named Magoo, 0,. a l'ebrIJary day. necghbors reported thai
the <log was caged in an empty, unheated trailer and the owner WlIS coming twic;.ea week to feed him

"""en my husband wcnt to cnecs; the owner wouldn't let him In, but he could see the dog m rts cage,
and that rts eyelids were curling Inward, a proetem ....ith SFllIrpers Ihat ~ lelt untreated caU&C!5blindness,"
she said "The dOQended up In our custody. thanks to the shenffs department"

Corrective surgery was pe<1ormed, but the dog had lost much of its vrsicn she sa yS

"Our goal IS to educate pet owners, but when we've been to a srte three or tour urnes and corrt see any
tmprovements, the shenffs department can be catled In to take over: she said Anomals can be
removed from a home In elCt'eme cases, she said

Abusive owners can be prosecu1ed although penalties are olten not as sllff as Jean W~ WIshes
they were Nonetheless she makes every effort to see that cases don'l roll through the Clacks. Magoo's
owner was convcted of neglecl

State law reqUires pet owners to provide dean water, wholesome lood. snener and health care, Voe
says

-we tollow up on every case, unbl either the dog is relea&ed or taken care of: she said -we stay on till
ns over, even though sometsnes .t taxes a year 0< mote."

Woolery ha Sor98"'Zcd a nctworll 0' vet!. wto Will pro ....de care, such a s Inoculations. ptus emergency
treatment at reduced rates or no cost she says Also. when donallons roll In, Jean lNoolery spends the
money on certlflCates fOt' low-mcome pet owners, whO can redeem Ihe cerurcsres at speCIfied vetennarv
cJlf'loCS 'or neutenng or spaying services

"We also serve as censunants and tJy to plac;.ecats or dogs D80ple want to get nd 01," she said -we ask
that they not dump the animal but call a p~re-brf!d rescue faCIlity or go 10 the Animal P'OleC1lve
Assoc.ation, Humane Soc.ety 01 Mls~u", whICh ISopen .,. hours, or anolher local shelter,-

A stale law a98,nsl abandor.ment or dumping wenl into effecl i:t August, 1998 'V.,."le tI'Ie C(lme may be

hard to prove, lI>e law does serve as a tool: she said

"Mainly what we wan 110dO IS help oeople become responSIble pet owners,- Woolery 5111(1She IS
available to give talks on pet ownerYllp 10 SCh()()!s, Scout troops snd other groups

"EducatIOn IS ttle key, and I'm Wllhng to do wMteVf!r II lakes: she said "We nf!ed to 8I1ucate to ma~e
II a humane community •


